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of privately feasting and tippling among the bushes,
became so obnoxious, that Captain Owen deter-
mined to remove the market beyond the boundary
line. He, therefore, directed the stakes to be re-
moved, and took measures for preventing any num-
ber of natives from entering, in future, within the
works, giving them to understand that no barter
could be made, excepting at the place appointed
for that purpose. The spot selected for the new
market, was a point to the eastward beyond Hay
River. Although much pains were taken to con-
vince the chiefs of the advantages of this arrange-
ment, it did not appear to give them satisfaction ;
as, for several days, few natives were to be seen on
shore, and no canoes came off to the ship. It is
probable that the chiefs were holding a conference1;
respecting the affair, a mode of proceeding which
they appear to adopt when any thing of moment
occurs.

Two days afterwards Capt. Owen, accompanied
by Capt. Harrison and Mr. Jeffery, went to examine
the shore to the eastward of Hay River, and ob-
serving two canoes making towards a small cove,
followed them, until they landed at a village near
the beach, the inhabitants of which received him
with every demonstration of friendly feeling, pawing
the gentlemen of the party with their clayey hands,
and pressing upon them so close, that they were also
rubbing their bodies against their clothes. At the
same time, that they thus expressed their welcome,